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Diffusion

… the passive process by which a 
growing body of information about an 
intervention, product, or technology is 
initially absorbed and acted upon by a 
small body of highly motivated recipients 
(Lomas, 1993).



Dissemination

Active process through which target 
groups are made aware of, receive, 
accept and use information and other 
interventions. 
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TTranslating RResearch into IImproved
OOutcomes (TRIOTRIO)

Use and communicate cancer and behavioral surveillance 
data to identify needs, track progress and motivate action.

Collaboratively develop tools for accessing, and promoting 
adoption of, evidence-based cancer control interventions.

Support regional and local partnerships to develop models 
for identifying infrastructure barriers, expanding capacity 
and integrating science into comprehensive cancer control 
planning and implementation.



1991 1995

Obesity Trends* Among U.S. Adults
BRFSS, 1991-2002

2002

No Data         <10%           10%–14% 15%–19%          20%–24%            ≥25%

(*BMI ≥30, or ~ 30 lbs overweight for 5’ 4” woman)



Knowledge synthesis models
Grant support models
Partnership models

Models for DisseminationModels for Dissemination



Create Knowledge Transfer Teams—
Support multidisciplinary (Research & 
Practice) staff groups whose role is to 
collectively assess the appropriateness 
of discoveries for dissemination to 
different audiences.

Knowledge Synthesis Models



Research-Practice Partnerships?

“Getting a new idea adopted, even when it has 
obvious advantages, is often very difficult.”      
-- Everett Rogers,  Diffusion of Innovations



Encourage Centers to seek training opportunities for 
people in knowledge synthesis (KS), actively 
encourage more KS prior to grant application 
submission and as part of grant application review, 
more aggressively promote existing knowledge 
syntheses to academic centers.
Discourage academic center/funding agency PR 
departments from promoting the study finding “du 
jour?”

Knowledge Synthesis Model: 
Academic Centers/Funding Agencies





Grant Support Models—Provide grant 
and contract support for D&D.

• Expand supplements for D&D.
• Support D&D PAs and RFAs.
• Encourage expanded support for D&D 

by other funding agencies, e.g.  ACS, 
CDC, RWJF.

Support For D & D Models



http://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/d4d/



Working Together To Make the Whole
Greater Than the Sum of Its Parts

Partnership Model in 
Comprehensive Cancer Control
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http://cancercontrolplanet.cancer.gov











So what is the story?

More progress in men than women?
Some populations making good progress, 
others making less progress and/or falling 
behind?



Source: Harvard Report on Cancer Prevention, Cancer Causes and Control, November/December, 1996

"Not everything that can be 
counted counts, and not 
everything that counts can be 
counted."

- Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 



What else do we need to know to 
motivate action?

“Cancer 
statistics are 
people with 
the tears 
wiped away.”

-Irv Selikoff Why did 
Joanne die?



Models for Systems Change

Circles of Influence/Circles of 
Impact

Source: M Peck ScD, UNMC
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Source: M Peck ScD, UNMC
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Insert circles of influence slides 
here …n=6
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When “Joanne” dies…
Circles of Influence, Circles of Impact

Source: M Peck ScD, UNMC



Models for System Change

Circles of Influence/Circles of Impact
Effective Policy Development

Source: M Peck ScD, UNMC



Research to Practice = Ideas into Action

KNOWLEDGE BASE

POLITICAL 
WILL

SOCIAL 
STRATEGY

Source: M Peck ScD, UNMC, adapted from J Richmond





Linking the 
Circles of 
Influence with the 
Circles of Impact:  
Map Illinois 
cancer mortality 
data by state 
election districts?



Proposed Framework For Epidemiology & 
Surveillance Dissemination Activities
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“To him who devotes his life 
to science, nothing can give 

more happiness than 
increasing the 

number of discoveries, but 
his cup of joy is full when 
the results of his studies 

immediately find 
practical applications.”

~Louis Pasteur 

Our goal is to turn knowledge into 
applications that benefit people.


